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DEVELOPER RATING SCHEME PILOT WELCOMED

One of Australia’s leading wind farm developers, WestWind Energy, has welcomed the industry pilot for the
Federal Government’s Developer Rating Scheme.

WestWind’s Managing Director, Tobi Geiger, says “with more than 20 years’ experience in the sector, we know
how important quality community engagement is for project and sector success.”

“The Developer Rating Scheme will improve community engagement across the entire sector and contribute
significantly to ensuring Australia’s transition to renewable energy.”

The Developer Rating Scheme was a key recommendation from the Australian Energy Infrastructure
Commissioner’s (AEIC) Community Engagement Review in 2023.

The Scheme aims to improve transparency and trust between developers and communities by providing
independent assessments of developers based on factors like performance, integrity, and community
engagement capability.

The industry pilot program, now underway, will test and refine the Scheme with several renewable energy and
transmission businesses, including WestWind.

“It’s important for us to contribute in whatever way we can to help progress this important industry rating
scheme,” Mr Geiger says. “We are committed to quality community engagement and are very glad to see the
Developer Rating Scheme is now at pilot stage.”

A signatory to the Clean Energy Council’s Best Practice Charter, WestWind’s commitment to engagement is
documented each year in its annual report against the Charter’s 10 commitments.

Under the Developer Rating Scheme, developers will be voluntarily assessed on factors like performance,
integrity, governance, financial stability, track record and community engagement capability. The scheme will use
an independent, scorecard-based assessment with objective measures to rate developers. Companies that
receive positive assessments will then be publicly listed so that communities can see which developers meet the
scheme’s standards.

According to the AEIC, the Scheme is expected to be publicly available in March 2026.
WestWind has been successfully developing wind farms in Australia since 2004. These include Golden Plains Wind

Farm, currently under construction. When complete, Golden Plains will become the largest wind farm in Australia,
capable of meeting 9% of Victoria’s electricity demand. For more information, please visit w-wind.com.au
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https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/w-wind.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/CEC_Best-Practice-Charter_Annual-Report_V03_240828.pdf
http://w-wind.com.au/our-projects.

