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Message from Tobi
WestWind continues to make strong progress across its national renewable energy 
portfolio, with key approvals and recognitions reinforcing the scale and strategic 
importance of our developments. 

Milestones such as the completion of the Environment Effects Statement Inquiry for 
Warracknabeal Energy Park and the endorsement of our Lake Victoria Wind Farm by the 
NSW Investment Delivery Authority highlight our ability to deliver large-scale, nationally-
significant infrastructure aligned with Australia’s energy transition. 

At the same time, projects across Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria continue to 
develop with several advancing through critical regulatory and consultation phases.

At all times, WestWind’s approach is underpinned by a clear focus on transparency, stakeholder engagement 
and industry leadership. 

From refining WiRES’ project design in response to stakeholder input, to convening our inaugural National 
Landholder Forum and contributing to national policy and best practice frameworks, we remain committed to 
building long-term partnerships with communities, governments and investors. 

We believe these efforts confirm WestWind’s position as a trusted delivery partner in supporting reliable, 
affordable and sustainable energy outcomes for Australia.

Warracknabeal Energy Park reaches EES milestone
Located in northwest Victoria, Warracknabeal Energy Park (photo montage at 
left) is WestWind’s largest project in development, with a proposed capacity of 
approximately 1.6 GW.

In January, a significant milestone was achieved with the conclusion of the 
Environment Effects Statement (EES) Inquiry Hearing. As Victoria’s most rigorous 
environmental assessment process, the EES ensures projects meet the highest 
standards of environmental and planning scrutiny.

Appointed by the Victorian Minister for Planning, the Inquiry considered both 
the EES and community submissions received during the public exhibition period 
(August–September 2025). Its report will inform the Minister for Planning’s final 
assessment under the Environment Effects Act 1978.

WestWind looks forward to progressing this nationally significant project through the next stage of approvals.

Read more: engage.vic.gov.au/warracknabeal-inquiry | warracknabealenergypark.com.au

Lake Victoria Wind Farm endorsed by IDA 
In early March, Lake Victoria Wind Farm (site pictured at right) received 
endorsement from the NSW Government’s Investment Delivery Authority (IDA), 
recognising it as a high-value project supporting the state’s energy transition.

The IDA plays a key role in accelerating major infrastructure developments, and this 
endorsement highlights the project’s strategic importance. Located in Wentworth 
Shire, southwest NSW, the project is expected to include up to 200 turbines and 
deliver 1–1.5 GW of installed capacity.

Once operational, Lake Victoria Wind Farm could power between 700,000 and 
900,000 homes, placing it among Australia’s largest wind farm developments. 

Read more: w-wind.com.au/project/lake-victoria-wind-farm
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EPBC process advances for Bottle Tree Energy Park  
WestWind has reached an important step in the development of Bottle Tree Energy 
Park (photo montage at left), with the Federal Minister for Environment and Water 
directing the release of draft preliminary documentation under the EPBC Act for 
public consultation.

Located near Roma, Queensland, and in development since 2022, the project is 
proposed to include up to 50 turbines with an installed capacity of up to 400 MW - 
enough to power more than 200,000 homes.

Public submissions are open from 7 April 2026 until 27 April 2026. 

Read more: bottletreeenergypark.com.au/planning-compliance

Public exhibition completed for Normanville Energy Park   
The public exhibition period for Normanville Energy Park’s planning permit 
application and draft EPBC documentation concluded on 23 March 2026.

Located west of Kerang in Victoria’s Gannawarra Shire, the proposed 122 MW wind 
farm (comprising up to 17 turbines, photo montage pictured at right) could supply 
renewable energy to approximately 90,000 homes annually.

All submissions will now be considered by the Minister for Planning as part of the 
project’s assessment. 

Read more: w-wind.com.au/project/normanville-energy-park

WiRES design updated based on stakeholder feedback   
The project design for Wimmera Renewable Energy Solutions (WiRES) has been 
updated following extensive engagement with landholders and other stakeholders, 
shifting from a dual to a single monopole structure carrying two 330 kV circuits. 

This change will minimise agricultural disruption from the project while providing 
capacity to transmit up to 2 GW of renewable energy annually.

WiRES aims to connect the Wimmera’s renewable energy resources to the Victorian 
grid, potentially supplying over 10% of the state’s demand. The project would 
deliver a range of regional benefits including landholder payments, a proposed 
$750,000 annual community fund, job creation, as well as broader economic 
growth. 

Read more: wiresco.com.au

National forum strengthens landholder engagement   
WestWind continues to prioritise meaningful stakeholder engagement, 
demonstrated by its inaugural National Landholder Forum held in early March.

The online event connected landholders from WestWind’s proposed developments 
across Australia with industry experts, legal advisors, and host landholders and 
wind farm neighbours with lived experience. Participants gained insights into sector 
developments, project updates, and the practical realities of living alongside wind 
farm infrastructure.

Feedback was positive, reinforcing the value of ongoing engagement initiatives for 
landholders to build trust, transparency, and informed participation. 

Read more on WestWind’s commitment to landholder engagement:  
w-wind.com.au/hosting-landholders
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Development portfolio update 
WestWind is progressing a portfolio of eight renewable energy projects across 
Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. In addition to the above, other key 
projects currently advancing include: 

•	 Cameron Downs Energy Park (Qld) where early-stage development is focused on 
site studies and stakeholder engagement for the ~1.5 GW project (project photo 
montage at right)

•	 Wilkur Energy Park (Vic), a ~698 MW project preparing for expanded community 
and stakeholder engagement over the coming year, and 

•	 Cobar Wind Farm (NSW), a ~216 MW project where work continues to identify a 
viable transmission solution.

Read more: w-wind.com.au/our-projects

Contributing to industry best practice 
WestWind Energy aims to play an active role in shaping Australia’s renewable 
energy sector, contributing to key state and national initiatives that promote 
consistent standards, transparency, and strong community outcomes. 

Through its involvement in the Clean Energy Council’s working group, WestWind 
is contributing to the development of the national Renewable Energy Developer 
Rating Scheme (DRS), aimed at improving accountability and performance across 
the industry. 

Read more: dcceew.gov.au/energy/renewable/developer-rating-scheme.

We are also contributing to policy and industry frameworks in Queensland and 
Victoria, including consultation on Queensland’s Developer Code of Conduct and 

participation in the Wimmera Southern Mallee Renewable Energy Collaboration (regional workshop pictured) 
- an Australian-first partnership between developers and community leaders to deliver better outcomes for the 
community. 

Read more: theenergycharter.com.au/landholder-and-community-social-licence/wimmera-southern-mallee-
collaboration-program 

These efforts reinforce WestWind’s position as a trusted and proactive industry participant committed to best 
practice and positive community engagement.

Local perspectives supporting regional renewal   
WestWind’s Local Voices video series continues to highlight community perspectives 
on renewable energy. 

In our latest feature story, Wimmera Mallee farmer Craig Henderson (pictured) 
shares his support for the energy transition and its potential to revitalise regional 
communities.

Having lived in the region for over 50 years, Craig reflects on the economic 
challenges faced by rural towns and sees renewable energy as a pathway to 
renewed investment and opportunity: “It’s a great opportunity to bring money and 
resources back to rural communities, which we’ve lacked for decades.”

Watch the video: youtube.com/watch?v=1I79rF8gZiw | w-wind.com.au/information/videos
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