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15 May 2026 

MEDIA RELEASE: Victorian State Government assessment 

advances landmark Warracknabeal Energy Park  
 

WestWind Energy (WestWind) is pleased to announce the Victorian Government’s assessment of 

the Environmental Effects Statement (EES) for the Warracknabeal Energy Park, finding that the 

impacts from the project are acceptable.  WestWind applauds the Government’s announcement 

as a major milestone for one of Victoria’s most significant renewable energy projects and 

reinforcing the State’s strong leadership in accelerating the clean energy transition.  

The assessment represents another important step in delivering the critical renewable energy 

infrastructure needed to replace ageing coal-fired generation, strengthen long-term energy 

security and support Victoria’s transition to a cleaner, more reliable and affordable electricity 

system.  

When operational, the project could supply approximately 12.5% of Victoria’s electricity demand, 

and when constructed will be the largest project in the country. The Project includes up to 219 

wind turbines representing an investment of approximately $5 billion and expected to create 

around 900 construction jobs and 35 ongoing operational jobs in the region. It is expected to 

generate enough clean electricity to power around 1.2 million Victorian homes, while reducing 

carbon emissions by more than 4.2 million tonnes annually. 

WestWind Energy began engaging with the region and landowners in 2017. Tobias Geiger, 

Managing Director of WestWind Energy, acknowledged the Victorian Government’s finalisation of 

the comprehensive and rigorous process of the EES and welcomed the outcome as an important 

milestone enabling the project to move closer to construction. 

Mr Geiger commends the Victorian Government on the strong leadership that is driving the state’s 

renewable energy transition and providing the long-term certainty needed to support major 

infrastructure investment. 

Mr Geiger said that the EES process enabled anyone who wanted to get involved to have a say. 

Following the public exhibition of the EES in 2025 an independent inquiry panel was convened to 

consider submissions which included public hearings which were held over a 2-month period to 

ensure that everyone could be heard. 

“Victoria continues to demonstrate strong and decisive support for renewable energy, 

underpinned by clear policy direction, robust planning frameworks and a genuine commitment to 

accelerating the energy transition,” Mr Geiger said. 

“We welcome the State Government’s proactive approach, which is providing the certainty 

needed to unlock investment and bring critical projects forward.” 



 

Using clean energy & innovation to bring light to people’s lives  

 

Mr Geiger said the project will play an important role in Victoria’s energy transition. 

“Warracknabeal Energy Park is well positioned to contribute meaningfully to Victoria’s renewable 

energy targets and the broader transformation of the state’s electricity system,” he said. 

“Projects of this scale are essential to replacing ageing fossil fuel generation, strengthening energy 

security and ensuring a reliable, affordable supply of clean energy for Victorians.” 

The project is expected to deliver substantial regional benefits, including investment in 

infrastructure, significant local Municipal rates, and long-term economic contributions to the 

Wimmera region. 

Mr Geiger said long-term community engagement had been central to shaping the project and 

acknowledged the collaborative partnership between the Victorian Government, host landowners 

and the local community throughout the assessment process. “We have worked closely with the 

community over many years to listen, respond and refine the project. That engagement has been 

critical in shaping a proposal that seeks to balance environmental considerations with regional 

benefits.” 

“WestWind will continue to work closely with state and local government, industry and the 

community as it advances through the further approvals and the delivery of this project,” Mr 

Geiger said. 

More information on the Minister’s assessment and Inquiry report can be found on the Planning 

Vic website. 
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About WestWind Energy: 
 
WestWind Energy Pty Ltd is an Australian wind farm developer, established in 2004, with a proven 

track record developing successful renewable energy projects. Its portfolio includes the Mt 

Mercer, Moorabool, Lal Lal and Golden Plains wind farms. Golden Plains Wind Farm is currently 

under construction and, once complete, will be one of Australia’s largest wind farms. 

For more information on WestWind Energy or the Warracknabeal Energy Park, visit 

www.WarracknabealEnergyPark.com.au. 
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Mark Hudson   E: Markh@w-wind.com.au 
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